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Thank you for committing to pray for my family and me over the past three
months. I am grateful for your prayer partnership as I give servant-leadership
to our Fellowship. If you would like to receive this newsletter on a quarterly
basis, please email rheaton@fellowship.ca and request it.

Visited with Memorial Baptist in
Stratford with Pastor Dave

The past three months has involved quite a bit of domestic and
international travel. It remains a joy for me to travel for Sunday
ministry among our local churches. While in Ottawa, I met a Syrian
Refugee couple who were sponsored by Calvary Baptist last
November. They asked for prayer to get their three young-adult boys
now living in Germany. Their story started in Aleppo, Syria; then to
Lebanon and Turkey as refugees. This family knows and loves the
Lord … let’s pray this family is reunited.
I thank the Lord for almost 50 Fellowship Churches that are in
various stages of Syrian Sponsorship.

Met a Syrian Refugee couple
while preaching at Calvary,
Ottawa. Pastors Matt & Bob

Past few months, we have continued the conversation as a Fellowship
family regarding our current “Membership-Baptism” issue. An important
report went out to all the churches. Our Regional Directors gathered to
discuss the process and our National Council met to discuss this issue with
Fellowship National Staff during
many
other leaders from across the country. We vote on this issue this
a “Day of Prayer”
November after completing a three year process. Please continue to
Met with Ottawa Valley Assoc..
And spotted Pastor Kevin’s jacket.
pray.

Fellowship Nat’l Council
Meeting

Lastly, I just returned from a trip to Lebanon and Egypt with Fellowship
International missionaries, Bechara and Roula Karkafi and a few other
Fellowship leaders. We met with Baptist leaders in both countries seeking to
strengthen our partnerships prior to the Karkafis arriving “in-country” later
this year. The Karkafis are still in need of partnership support; possibly you
or your church might consider becoming a part of their team?

Our team touring Lebanon

Visited school for Syrian
refugee kids in Beirut

Visiting a church in
“Garbage City” Cairo

Leaders gathering re:
Membership/Baptism Issue

Visiting the Pyramids in
Giza

CURRENT NEWS
“Rebuilding Innocence” - FAIR appeal (Jan-Easter 2017):
FAIR is partnering with IJM (International Justice Mission) to raise $120,000 to fund a
number of key aftercare programs for sexually exploited children over a two year pilot
program in the Philippines. There has been a sharp increase in the number of children
being sexually exploited through the internet. As demands for child pornography rises,
desperate Filippino adults turn to child exploitation as a means of income.




The $120,000 funding will go towards:
$45,000 - training of new foster families for exploited children
$7,000 - for start-up costs for the program
$68,000 - to provide subsidies for children placed in foster homes.

FAIR appeal:
“Rebuilding Innocence”

To date we have raised over $20,000 and so, I ask you to prayerfully consider sending a gift toward this important
cause. Go to www.fellowship.ca/RebuildingInnocence to watch a video and read other information on this FAIR
appeal.


“Sowing the Seed” appeal: (May-Aug. 2017)

To celebrate the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation, our Fellowship Churches are being challenged to join in a three
week “Bible Engagement Project” (Nov. 5-19, 2017) along with a Bible Distribution appeal.
 “Sowing the Seed” is seeking to raise $60,000 to purchase and distribute Arabic and
Sindhi Bibles to Muslims in Ottawa and Pakistan and French Bibles to children in Haiti and
church leaders in the D.R. Congo.
 “The Greatest Book” is a three week Bible Engagement Project (Nov. 5-19, 2017) for all
Fellowship Churches and people. Go to www.fellowship/thegreatestbook.ca for a devotional
book, teaching lessons and video for more details.



Our latest issue of Thrive (Winter 2017) is out, and its theme, “Justice: to the least of these”, shares stories of social
justice, mercy and compassion from our churches and people. You can look forward to our Spring/Summer 2017
Thrive issue: “Soul-Care: prone to wander”.



Missionary support: As mentioned before, God has blessed us with many new long-term missionaries this past year.
The task of building partnership teams with seven new missionary couples is huge! Please pray with me as my staff
and I request our churches and generous donors to prayerfully consider support of these choice missionary
personnel.

Roula & Bechara Karkafi
to Lebanon

Jamila & Nadeem Qazi
to Pakistan

Eric & Valerie Nielsen
to Quebec

PRAYER for the next FEW MONTHS


Pray for many Fellowship Baptist Churches continuing to search to call their Lead Pastors.



Pray for our new Fellowship International missionaries (7 couples) seeking
partnership support.



The next 8 weeks are busy time of travel as I cross our Country and attend five
Fellowship regional conferences.
 Pray for our three training schools: NorthWest in BC., Heritage in ON and
Sembeq in QC.

“Travel, travel, travel…”

 Many Fellowship people are contacting our Fellowship Advancement Director,
Gord Baptist, to discuss leaving a “Legacy” in their Will for the Fellowship … this has
been very encouraging!


Our them verse as a Fellowship for 2017 is Colossians 2:7 (ESV):

Gord Baptist

… “rooted and built up in the faith, just as your were taught; abounding in
thanksgiving.”


Pray that our local churches live out this reality in 2017.

“Rooted…”

PRAYER for the Jones Family
 Marilyn: She completed her “Platelet Replacement” treatment over a
three month period, with only very minimal improvement to her left ankle.
However, she met with a surgeon a second time to hear she is a candidate
for an ankle replacement. Hopefully this can occur in the next year.
 Katelyn: She completes her “Articling” year at the Provincial Appellant
Court House in Saskatoon in June. She has accepted a position at a law firm
in Saskatoon starting September 1.

Visiting the Grand Canyon, AZ

 Alec: He moved out of our home and is enjoying apartment living in
London, ON.

The three Amigos!

 Jessica: She continues to live on an “Organic” farm in Parksville, BC; seeking to finish her
University education part-time, while working at a Health Food store and beginning to work at an “Apiary” (Beekeeper) this Summer.


We were able to get everyone together for a week in Arizona to see the Grand Canyon … God’s creation leaves us
speechless sometimes!

Thank you for continuing to pray for my family and I. Your prayer
ministry is a huge encouragement to me personally. Thank you!
Warmly in Christ,

Steven
In Sedona, Arizona

