Words From the Cross

Easter Series 2025 - Discussion Guide

1. Forsaken - April 6

a.

How many final statements did Jesus make from the cross? (Matt. 27:46,
Luke 23:34,43,46, John 19:26-30) Is there a significance to this number?
Read Matthew 27:46 and Mark 15:34. What does it mean to be forsaken?
Consider these Messianic scriptures: Psalm 22:1-2,6-8,11-21.

Is there a reason for Jesus to phrase this statement as a question of why?
Would God actually forsake His own Son? 2 Cor 5:21, Is 53:3,8-11, Gal. 3:13;
Rom 4:25, 1 Pet 2:24-25

In light of Jesus’ sacrifice, could the Father ever forsake you? Isaiah
49:15-16, 53:4-6, Deut 31:6, Rom 8:38-39

2. Forgiven - April 13 - Palm Sunday

a.

As you read Luke 23:32-39, consider the mocking and challenges against
Jesus. What can we learn about Jesus’ character? Matt 5:44, Col 3:13, Acts
7:60.

Read Luke 23:1-25. This seemed like a dark day for Jesus and His followers;
why would Jesus stay silent? Consider the contrast between Barabbas and
Jesus. How does this image communicate the message of the cross? Isaiah
53:7, John 3:19.

Consider the simple confession of faith in Luke 23:40-41. How does this
limited interaction inform our propensity toward legalistic works? Eph 2:8-9,
Rom 10:9-10.

3. Finished - April 20 - Easter Sunday

a.

Read John 19:28. What is the significance of Jesus’ statement / thirst? Psalm
22:15; 69:21. Consider these final moments in light of the perspective of
those Old Testament Saints who were waiting for the Coming Messiah.

What is Jesus’ statement in John 19:30? How does this speak to the
perfection of Jesus’ payment for sin? John 17:4, Heb 10:12-14.

Read Luke 23:46. Is it true to say that, with His last breath, Jesus was
communicating His willingness to die for Sinners? Psalm 31:5, Acts 7:59,
John 10:17-18, Phil. 2:8



